MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, August 8, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, and Alex Edwards, Aldermen.

ABSENT:  Ronnie Dees.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, July 11, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to approve the financial statement for July 2022.  

At this time Alderman Hearnsberger told the Mayor that he had some discussion regarding the financial statement and stated that the July 2022 Financial Statement showed that the City purchased a used 2019 GMC truck from Springhill Motor Company on July 14th for $41,875.00.  The check was written out of the Water and Sewer fund in Account 6070 in Department 90 which is Capital Outlay – Vehicles, but I can’t find anything in our budget where it is listed.

Discussion followed on the matter with questions being asked by Alderman Hearnsberger and answers being given by the City Clerk.

Alderman Hearnsberger went on to make a few more comments regarding city vehicles and that there is only liability coverage on the vehicles.


More comments followed between Alderman Hearnsberger, Mayor Huddleston, and Alderman Edwards.

Police Chief and Sergeant at Arms Will Lynd cautioned them that we were getting off topic with the agenda.

MOTION was made by Alderman Hearnsberger to amend the original motion to have the Council to instruct the City Clerk to secure full insurance coverage on any city owned vehicles with a NADA market value in excess of $15,000.00.


Police Chief (Sergeant at Arms) Will Lynd interrupted Alderman Hearnsberger and told him that this item could not be brought up here under the financial statement approval. This motion was not possible under this agenda item.  It would have to be a separate agenda item.

Alderman Hearnsberger then wanted to amend the budget to share the cost of the vehicle between the Water and Sewer Fund and the General Fund.


Again, the Police Chief (Sergeant at Arms) and the City Attorney informed Alderman Hearnsberger that this is not possible to do this under the financial statement agenda item.  It will have to be made under a separate agenda item. 


Mayor Huddleston said that we have a MOTION and a SECOND to approve the financial statement.  All those in favor say yea which included Alderman Frazier, Alderman Willard, and Alderman Edwards.  Any opposed which included Alderman Hearnsberger.

MOTION CARRIED.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

State Representative Wayne McMahen was in attendance and gave a brief legislative update of things happening with the State and also addressed the Love Louisiana Outdoors Program Grant.

Representative McMahen went on to say that this had been a pretty good session with some good news which there was a pretty good amount of money to spend but the bad news is that the outlook down the road may not have as much.  Federal monies have been dispersed to the state to help fund projects in various municipalities for infrastructure projects.  He also talked about how grants typically work and the procedures that had to be followed when you are granted these funds.

Teacher pay raises was another area that he touched on in this update stating that they really worked hard to try bring teacher’s salaries up to match the southeastern average.


Mr. McMahen also stated that he thought the city had a really good chance to receive some water sector funds that will help with the city’s wastewater treatment plant facility rehabilitation and also told the Mayor to apply for capital outlay funding for the recreation complex that had been promised in the past but then was taken back when the state was focusing on infrastructure such as water and sewer, and broadband internet instead of recreation projects at the time.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to authorize the Mayor to proceed with the Love Louisiana Outdoors Grant.


MOTION CARRIED.

Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager announced that she has a grant from Game Time for playground equipment in the amount of $50,000.00 for the city park.  The deadline for submittal of the grant is October 26, 2022.  If the city is awarded this grant she will be coming back to the Council to ask for matching funds.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending the Chapter 102 Entitled “Taxation”, Article 2 Entitled “Ad Valorem Tax”, Section 102-27, Entitled “Rate of Assessment; Purposes”, of the Code of Ordinances, City of Springhill Levying Taxes of 7.70 General Alimony Tax, on all taxable property in the City of Springhill, Louisiana for the Year 2022” (A copy of Ordinance #544 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance to adopt Section Relative to Occupational Licenses, enacting provisions regarding Video Poker Truck Stops, Pari-Mutuel Facilities and Off-Track Wagering Facilities, to prohibit within a certain distance from particular facilities or properties, and to otherwise provide with respect thereto.  (A copy of Ordinance #545 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to authorize the Mayor to proceed with procurement and selection of the professional services for the Water Sector Program Application process.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to send a zoning classification change request from Pace Properties for Webster Parish Parcel Numbers 125199, 125200, 125201, and 125202 from R-2 and R-3 Residence Districts to B-2 Highway Business District to the Planning and Zoning Commission Board.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to authorize the Mayor to enter into engagement letters with Cook and Morehart, CPA’s for the Audit FYE 6/30/2023 and the Statewide Agreed Upon Procedures (SAUP’s) FYE 6/30/2023.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Danny Curtis as a part-time dispatcher for the police department.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to pay the July 2022 monthly vendor bills totaling $61,493.34.

At this time Alderman Hearnsberger had some discussion for this agenda item.  One of the checks for the accounts payable vendor list was for $2,721.15 for Cook, Yancy, King, and Galloway.  Mr. Hearnsberger wanted an update on the status of the multiple street lawsuit and was questioning how much has been spent so far for this legal matter.

A brief discussion followed with questions being asked and answered.

MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements:  Police Chief Will Lynd announced that the Springhill Rodeo will be September 22 – 24, 2022.

Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager announced that there will be a meet and greet for the new Brown Middle School Principal on Sunday, August 14, 2022 at 3 PM at the Springhill RV Park Building.


Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger announced that the Pineywoods Jamboree will have their first anniversary show on Saturday, August 13, 2022 at the Community Activity Building (CAC).


No further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk




       Mayor
