MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, My 9, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:  Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Alderman Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, April 11, 2022.


MOTION was made by Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger to amend the Agenda to include the following item of business:

Consider reducing the monthly compensation paid to City Alderman by 5% beginning in January 2023.

MOTION received no second.


MOTION died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger to include the following item of business:


Consider broadcasting our monthly city council meeting at no cost to the city on a social media service such as You Tube or Facebook Watch for the convenience of our citizens.


MOTION received no second.


MOTION died due to the lack of a second.


Mayor Huddleston asked to amend the agenda for Agenda Item (H) to include $500.00 for a minimum starting bid and to be sold as a lot.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend Agenda Item (H) for the starting bid and to be sold as a lot.


Mayor Huddleston called for a roll call vote.


The vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier------------------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Hearnsberger-----------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Willard------------------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Edwards-----------------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Dees----------------------------------------------------Yea


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, April 11, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to approve the financial statement for April 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  Adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance granting CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., D/B/A CenterPoint Energy Louisiana Gas, the right to construct, install, operate and maintain facilities for the transportation, distribution and sale of gas in the municipality and, for such purposes, to use and excavate in the public highways, streets, sidewalks, alleys, squares, commons, grounds, and other publicly owned areas and levying a franchise (privilege) tax for that purpose.”  (Ordinance #541 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt said Ordinance.

MOTION CARRIED.


Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager gave un update on the following Main Street Activities:

Louisiana Small Town Podcast was in the area today and met with Mayor Huddleston who will be featured in the near future in one of their podcasts.

Linda contacted several merchants downtown who were vandalized over the weekend to let them know that Main Street is very concerned about the recent vandalism and to offer their support in these troubling times.  Not sure yet what they may entail but just wanted to let the merchants know that Main Street supports them in this.

Main Street is currently working on a Juneteenth celebration since it is now a national holiday but she is having trouble securing a venue for the event.  Linda will be contacting the Webster Parish School Board to see if they might be able to use the football stadium for this first year’s Juneteenth celebration.

Linda went on to state that she will be attending the National Main Street Conference in Richmond Virginia next week.


This was all she had to report for Main Street today.

Alex Edwards introduced an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance of the Springhill City Council approving and adopting a Plan of Reapportionment of the Municipal Election Districts in accordance with the 2020 Census.”

Dimettera Frazier introduced an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Adopting an Operating Budget of Revenues and Expenditures for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2022 and Ending June 30, 2023.”

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt a Resolution for the CWEF (Community Water Enrichment Fund) Application.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt a Resolution for the LGAP (Local Government Assistance Program) Application.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to authorize the Mayor to make necessary generator repairs at the Wastewater Treatment Plant at a cost of $15,000.00.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to appoint the Springhill Press and News Journal as the official journal for the City of Springhill beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2022.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to authorize the Mayor to declare a list of city vehicles as surplus property no longer needed for public use and advertise them for sealed bids in the amount of $500.00 for the whole lot.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to appoint Damien Christian as a reserve officer to the Springhill Police Department.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to pay the April 2022 monthly vendor bills totaling $51,006.23.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements: Linda McDaniel didn’t have an announcement but she asked Alderman Hearnsberger if he had found a swimming instructor yet for the swimming lessons to be held at the Springhill Country Club.  Alderman Hearnsberger stated that he was still working on this for the time being and he would let us know when everything is set up for the event.

Alderman Frazier announced and invited the Council to the Linda Ann Taylor Scholarship Achievement Day which will be held at the Springhill RV Building on Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 5 PM where the committee will award two $1,000.00 scholarships to two North Webster Parish School students who are average students.  The scholarship committee will be reviewing applicants this week.  In addition to this the committee will also be awarding stipends to five deserving students to help with costs of books, and last but not least they will also award incentives to students who show initiative in any higher learning activities such as being named to a president’s list or dean’s list.

Budget Workshop will be held on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 3:00 PM.


There being no further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.

___________________                                          ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston

City Clerk




      Mayor 
