MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, April 10, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. with Mayor Carroll Breaux presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ross Fleming, Adam Harris, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
Alderman Dennis Smith.
Mike Dunaway, Public Works Director opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Adam Harris, Alderman, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Adam Harris, to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, March 13, 2017.
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Greg Frazier, Kathy Beene, Marcus McDaniel, and Terrell Mendenhall all spoke about Agenda Item (C) Engineering Report and Cost Analysis of the City Swimming Pools.  The consensus of the group was that they were all concerned about the possible closing of the Westside Pool.  Everyone spoke of the importance of the pool on the west side of town and the safety concern for their children having to cross Highway 371 to swim at the Eastside Pool.
David Scruggs spoke concerning Agenda Items (D & E) Zoning Classification Changes to 0.74 surveyed acres of Webster Parish Parcel No. 125324B from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 12301 from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 125303 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District, and Webster Parish Parcel No. 125303 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District and Webster Parish No. 125302 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District.  Mr. Scruggs is against the rezoning of these properties because he feels that this particular location is not a good fit for the City.  Mr. Scruggs expressed concerns over traffic issues and pedestrian traffic being in jeopardy due to the location of these particular properties next to residential properties.  Mr. Scruggs also went on to say that he feels Tractor Supply could locate in another section of town that would be a better fit for our community.
John Slattery who was representing Tractor Supply spoke to Agenda Items (D, E, & G) concerning the zoning classification changes and the formal dedication of Gaisser Street.  Mr. Slattery encouraged the Council to grant the request on behalf of Tractor Supply for the zoning classification change and the formal dedication of Gaisser Street because of the benefits that Tractor Supply would bring to the City in the form of new jobs and taxes.
Alderman Adam Harris spoke to agenda item (D) concerning the zoning classification change asking the Council to consider turning down this request thinking that Tractor Supply will still come to Springhill and for the City to encourage them to look at alternative site locations maybe locating in an existing building and rehabbing it being as there are so many vacant buildings in town.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees to introduce an Ordinance for the roll forward process to levy the adjusted rate for general alimony of the ad valorem taxes for 2017.

MOTION was made by Adam Harris to introduce an Ordinance for the roll forward to levy the maximum rate for general alimony and the sewer bond of the ad valorem taxes for 2017.

John French, P.E., P.L.S. with KSA Alliance, Inc. was present to give his engineering report and cost analysis of the city swimming pools.

Mr. French stated that he had evaluated both pools on March 29, 2017 with the conclusion that both pools show many of the same issues.  He started with the Westside Pool naming some of the problems which included:  complex building is in disrepair, plumbing issues, pool complex is not ADA compliant, electrical system is not adequate, drains do not function, filter system is inadequate, fill line is a tripping hazard, plaster issues and cracks in pool, cracked and differential elevations on the decking, fencing does not provide security, and the chlorination system is questionable.

The Eastside Pool has the following problems:  building roof has leaks, plumbing issues, only the building is ADA compliant, center drain gate has too large a screen, filter system is showing problems, fill line is a tripping hazard, plaster issues in pool, cracked and differential elevations on the decking, pool shows signs of structural weakness and leaking, fencing does not provide security, and the chlorination system is questionable.

Mr. French went on to state that the pool complexes are in overall poor condition and without major modifications and repairs they should not be opened for public use.  There are numerous hazards including the decking, or the filtration systems that could impact the health and safety of the public.  Also, security at pools is a problem and a source of potential liability.


The recommendation from KSA Alliance, Inc. is that the pools should not be reopened unless all health, safety and liability issues have been addressed and resolved.


Mr. French also commented on the cost analysis of the pools.  He stated that it would take somewhere between $150,000.00 to $175,000.00 to make the repairs at the Westside Pool and $250,000.00 or above to repair the Eastside Pool.  It is his opinion that putting money into the old pools would be cost prohibitive.

He also went on to state that the cost of a new pool at a new location probably would run somewhere between $300,000.00 to $350,000.00.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by Ronnie Dees, to close both the pools indefinitely due to the liability issue based on the engineer’s report.


Discussion followed with questions being asked and answered and various comments being made by the Mayor and Aldermen.

Alderman Ronnie Dees amended the original motion to close both the pools indefinitely due to the liability issue based on the engineer’s report but to leave the Westside Recreation Center open as long as it is safe to do so and the Eastside Recreation Center to be used for whatever purpose the Council so decides.  He also included in the motion to include that a new pool and a splash pad may be built at some future time when money or a grant becomes available.  Adam Harris seconded the motion.

Mayor Carroll Breaux called for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:


Alderman Dimettera Frazier----------------------------------------------No

Alderman Ross Fleming---------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Adam Harris----------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Ronnie Dees----------------------------------------------------Yes


MOTION CARRIED.


The Planning and Zoning Commission Board conducted a public hearing on Thursday, April 6, 2017 at 4 PM to consider the zoning classification change of 0.74 acres surveyed acres of Webster Parish Parcel No. 125324B from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish, Webster Parish Parcel No. 12301 from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 125303 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District and Webster Parish Parcel No. 125302 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District.  

It is the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board to grant this zoning classification change.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris to reject the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board.  There was no second to the motion.  Therefore the motion died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming, seconded by Dimettera Frazier, to accept the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board to change the zoning classification for the 0.74 surveyed acres.


A brief discussion followed with comments being made by Alderman Fleming and Alderman Harris.


Mayor Breaux called for a roll call vote.  The recorded votes were as follows:


Alderman Dimettera Frazier--------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Ross Fleming-------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Adam Harris--------------------------------------------------------No


Alderman Ronnie Dees--------------------------------------------------------Abstain
 
MOTION CARRIED.

An Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter 118, Section 118-1 entitled “Adoption of Zoning Ordinance” of the code of ordinances, City of Springhill, changing the zoning classification of 0.74 surveyed acres of Webster Parish Parcel No. 125324B from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 12301 from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 125303 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District and Webster Parish Parcel No. 125302 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District” was presented for adoption.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris to reject the Ordinance up for adoption.  There was no second to this motion, so it died for the lack of a second.


MOTON was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ross Fleming, to adopt said Ordinance.

Mayor Breaux called for a roll call vote.  The vote went as follows:


Alderman Dimettera Frazier-----------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Ross Fleming----------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Adam Harris-----------------------------------------------------------No


Alderman Ronnie Dees-----------------------------------------------------------Abstain


At this time City Attorney Stuart McMahen spoke up and informed the Mayor and Council that the Ordinance could not be adopted at this time because the vote had to be a majority of the entire City Council present to be adopted.  The votes being two for the adoption, one against, and one abstaining due to a commercial conflict of interest caused the Ordinance to not be adopted at this time, but it could be brought back before the Council at a later date.

Police Chief Will Lynd made a recommendation to the Council for the position of Inmate Labor, Code Enforcement, and Animal Control Officer.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees, to accept the recommendation from the Police Chief.


A brief discussion followed with questions being asked and answered pertaining to this position.


MOTION CARRIED.


A formal dedication of Gaisser Street was presented to the Mayor and Council for approval acceptance.


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming, seconded by Dimettera Frazier, to authorize the Mayor to accept the formal dedication of Gaisser Street by the City of Springhill.


MOTION CARRIED.


A resolution for the Intenet Sales Tax was presented for adoption.


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming, seconded by Adam Harris, to adopt the Internet Sales Tax Resolution.

MOTION CARRIED.


A resolution for the Citizen Participation Plan CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Program was presented.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ross Fleming, to adopt said Resolution.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Adam Harris, to authorize the Mayor to accept the quote from Jones Brothers Company, Inc. for the airport fuel equipment.


MOTION CARRIED.


Mike Dunaway, Public Works Director presented to the Council several quotes for the purchase of a new dump truck.


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming, seconded by Adam Harris, to purchase the new dump truck a gas model from whatever dealer can provide it to the City on state contract.

MOTION was amended by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ross Fleming, to purchase the new dump truck from a Webster Parish dealer if possible on state contract.


MOTION CARRIED.


Stuart McMahen, City Attorney opened the bids for the surplus equipment.  A bid from Personal Finance Auto Sales was the only bid received on the surplus vehicles.  The bid was as follows:

Units #23, #61, and #64---------------------------------------------------$102.00 each


Units #27, #42, #65, #SP6, #SP8, #SP9, & #SP10----------------------$52.00 each


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming to reject the bid.  No second was offered.  The motion died due to the lack of a second.


Discussion followed.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by Ronnie Dees, to accept the bid.


More discussion followed with the City Attorney recommending that the City re-advertise for bids without setting a minimum starting bid.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Adam Harris, to amend the motion to re-advertise the surplus vehicles for bid with no minimum starting bid.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by Dimettera Frazier, to declare the week beginning Friday, April 28, 2017 and ending Monday, May 8, 2017 as “Spring Clean Up”.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by Ross Fleming, to pay the March 2017 bills totaling $68,196.29.

MOTION CARRIED.


Mayor Breaux announced the grand opening of the new recreational complex will be held on Saturday, April 15, 2017 at 10 AM.

City Clerk Shelli Malone announced that Kristyn Childers with Millage Management, LLC will be at the next council meeting on Monday, May 8, 2017 at 5 PM to conduct the public hearing pertaining to the Ordinances for the Ad Valorem Taxes.


Police Chief Will Lynd announced that his officers will be working a seat belt grant starting next week, so everyone be forewarned to buckle up.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

____________________                                               _________________________
Shelli Malone, City Clerk                                             Carroll Breaux, Mayor 
