MINUTES

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in special call meeting session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, April 24, 2017 at 5:00 PM with Mayor Carroll Breaux presiding.

PRESENT:
Carroll Breaux, Mayor, D. Nicole Frazier, Dennis Smith, Ross Fleming, Adam Harris, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  
None.
Alderman Dimettera Frazier opened the meeting with prayer.

Alderman Dennis Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were several people in attendance at this meeting to speak concerning the rezoning of the 0.74 surveyed acres that Tractor Supply was considering purchasing for their new store if the zoning classification is changed.  

Dean Taylor, David Scruggs, Kay Taylor all spoke against the zoning classification change because it is in a residential area and they are concerned about an increase in traffic being a danger to pedestrians and also motor vehicle accidents.  Also Mr. Scruggs is concerned that the truck traffic will damage the city street where this business is wanting to locate.  All were in agreement that the Council should turn down the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board and not allow the re-zoning classification change for the properties stating that they felt if it was turned down then Tractor Supply would be forced to look at  another location within the City possibly one of the vacant buildings and having it remodeled.

Alderman Ronnie Dees left the meeting.


John Slattery and David Smith both spoke in favor of the zoning classification change encouraging the Council to approve the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board.  Mr. Slattery spoke first urging the Council to go with the recommendation from Planning and Zoning.  Mr. Slattery spoke about the need for this business to the City, the taxes and jobs that it would bring and ultimately in the end how we can’t dictate where businesses locate.

David Smith reiterated the same sentiments.  Stating that he would love to see the business go to another location but that is not what Tractor Supply chose to do.


OLD BUSINESS:  Adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter 118, Section 118-1 entitled “Adoption of Zoning Ordinance” of the code of ordinances, City of Springhill, changing the zoning classification of 0.74 surveyed acres of Webster Parish Parcel No. 125324B from R-1 Residence District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 125301 from R-1 Residential District to B-3 Central Business District, Webster Parish Parcel No. 125303 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District and Webster Parish Parcel No. 125302 from M Industrial District to B-3 Central Business District.

MOTION was made by Adam Harris to not accept the Ordinance.  There was no second to this motion.  Motion died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris to table the adoption of the Ordinance.  There was no second to this motion.  Motion died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Dennis Smith, seconded by Dimettera Frazier, to accept the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board and  to adopt said Ordinance.  (A copy of Ordinance #517 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).


Discussion followed with comments being made by Aldermen Fleming, Frazier, and Smith addressing the concerns of the people that were against the zoning classification change. The sentiment from the Aldermen was that they understood their concerns but felt that the City of Springhill needed Tractor Supply to locate here for the taxes and the jobs that it would bring to the City.


Alderman Harris spoke against the zoning classification change and encouraged the rest of the Council to turn down the request as he believes that it would then make Tractor Supply look at an alternative location still within the City.


Mayor Breaux called for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:


Alderman Frazier-------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Smith--------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Fleming------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Harris---------------------------------------------------------------------No


Alderman Dees----------------------------------------------------------------------Not Present
The vote was three to one in favor.

MOTION CARRIED.


Alderman Ronnie Dees returned to the meeting.


At this time Mayor Breaux asked Chief Will Lynd his thoughts on the consideration of making the intersection of South Main, Gaisser, and 3rd SE an all stop.  This was brought to the Mayor’s attention for consideration and he asked for the Chief’s input.


Chief Lynd asked that this item be tabled at this time so that he may do some further investigation into this matter.


MOTION was made by Ross Fleming, seconded by Dennis Smith, to table this item.

MOTON CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Adam Harris, to consider authorizing the Mayor to purchase netting for the Springhill Recreation Complex at the best possible price.


After a brief discussion, Mayor Breaux called for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:

Alderman Frazier-----------------------------------------------------------------------No


Alderman Smith------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Fleming---------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


Alderman Harris------------------------------------------------------------------------No


Alderman Dees-------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes


The vote was three in favor and two against.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by Ronnie Dees, to accept the quote from Nash Security for the security system at the Springhill Recreation Complex.


MOTION CARRIED.


At this time Mayor Breaux mentioned to the Council that First Baptist Church of Cullen had a request concerning the use of the Community Activity Center but that it was no longer needed as they had made other arrangements.


ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Chief Lynd reminded everyone of the seat belt grant that was being conducted at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
____________________________________                                    ______________________________

Shelli Malone, City Clerk                                                                  Carroll Breaux, Mayor
